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A Yorkshire Rhapsody was composed using the hymn Repton by Hubert Parry, 
as a point of departure for the structure and development of the piece.

Repton was published in 1884, and the composer died in 1918.  The hymn is in 
the public domain, and has been used with the greatest of respect.
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This piece was concieved in late November 2023 as concert repertoire for British Army Band Catterick. 

The Director of Music of the Band, Capt Ben Ruffer, expressed a keen interest to commisssion a work which 
could be used in concert situations throughout the year. This new piece should reflect anniversaries as diverse 
as the First World War, The Normandy Landings, Royal Corps of Army Music, Brass Bands in Army music 
generally, and British Army Band Catterick specifically - all happening in 2024.

From another perspective, Capt Ruffer wanted the music to be representative of Catterick Garrison and the 
Yorkshire region. The music should appeal to other brass bands and brass bands audiences. It should be satisfying 
to play and the objective overall was to create a major addition to wider brass band repertoire.  

My starting point was to acknowledge the brass band tradition of hymn tune playing.  Having chosen to use 
Repton (Dear Lord and Father of Mankind), the first two notes of the hymn are the same perfect 5th interval in the 
infantry Last Post.  The initial pair of notes and the melodic sequence in the second phrase of the hymn became 
useful elements to develop and to build on.

The overall structure is free and rhapsodic. Material from the slow introduction returns in the centre 
and at the close of the piece. As the music develops, the audience hears more of the hymn tune. At one point, 
the harmony of the hymn tune is played in D major with a new melody over the top giving the audience 
a feeling of familiarity. However, a full exposure of the hymn tune does come towards the 
end, leading into the final slow coda.

My aim in writing this piece was to juxtapose the eternal and unchanging nature of the Yorkshire Dales with the 
growth and development of the Garrison in Catterick, from Roman times through to its current status as the 
modern centre of the British Army.

Ian L Mitchell MMus

2nd January 2024

A Yorkshire Rhapsody

(Fantasia on Repton)
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