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A brief note.. . .

This piece was commissioned by Capt. Ben Ruffer on behalf of The Royal Corps of 
Army Music, for a concert due to take place in the Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Richmond, North Yorkshire on 7th March 2025.  

The Mayor of Richmond, Councillor Robert White would be guest of honour, and
this piece was commissioned to recognise his support to all members of Catterick
Military Garrison, and specifically his relationship with British Army Band Catterick. 

Councillor White, the dedicatee, is a veteran of the Royal Corps of Signals, and the
melody I have used for the basis of this piece, Begone Dull Care, is used as the Corps
March of the Royal Corps of Signals.

Aside from its role as the Corps March, the origin of this tune goes back into the
annals of 17th Century English folk song, and is therefore truly in the public domain. 
There is considerable precedent for British composers to tap into our rich heritage of
traditional music, and Begone Dull Care was brought back to life on an artistis level
by none other than Benjamin Britten.

To have the opportunity to have my own take on this marvellous tune myself, and 
to be able to dedicate it to a worthy veteran (with apologies to the Royal Signals!),
was an extremely satisfying and rewarding process, and I'm grateful to Capt Ruffer
for concieving of the idea.

Ian L. Mitchell MMus
Composer

Symphonic Scherzo: 

'Begone Dull Care'
by

Ian L. Mitchell
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